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Hugh is frequently instructed in cases involving serious sexual assaults and historic abuse and sexual 
assaults on children. He is known for his sensitive but effective cross-examination of child witnesses. 
Recent cases (defending and prosecuting) include:  
  
R v S – Multiple rapes of different partners over 17-year period.
  
R v Jackson – multiple historic rapes of children.
  
R v D – rape of partner whilst defendant on licence having been released from sentence for raping former 
partner.
  
R v N – alleged marital rape and domestic violence in Vietnamese marriage.
  
R v J – alleged marital rape and serious domestic violence in Pakistani arranged marriage.
  
R v H – historic sexual abuse of grandchildren.
  
R v O – rape of vulnerable teenager who was picked up by defendants outside the gates of her care home.
  
Hugh has also been instructed the represent third party interests in such cases in relation to issues of 
disclosure. He has intervened on behalf of public bodies such as local authorities who were in possession of 
sensitive relevant material and represented family members of complainant’s who objected to the disclosure 
of confidential material (in breach of their Article 8 rights). In the area of sentencing he has particular 
expertise in “dangerousness” and mandatory minimum terms (and how to avoid them). Hugh is known for 
his successful legal submissions and the clarity of his skeleton arguments. He is fully conversant with the 
jurisprudence of the ECHR and frequently relies on it in his submissions on Bad Character, Hearsay, 
Confiscation and Inferences from Silence. For example since the Court of Appeal decision in Horncastle (on 
hearsay) he has stopped three different prosecutions after successfully excluding the hearsay evidence.   
   
He has continued to enjoy conspicuous success in the County Court and High Court in his Police Action 
work. It is only in the last couple of years that he lost his first police action trial since moving to Manchester.  
Recent victories have led to damages in excess of £100,000. In the case of Gee V Merseyside Police he 
successfully argued for the admission of “similar fact” evidence into the civil trial. This was all the more 
remarkable as it related to allegations of misconduct made against officers made in the course of criminal 
trials in which the defendants had been convicted and the criminal prosecution of officers that resulted in 
acquittals. Having appealed to the High Court and lost, the police duly settled. Hugh was also instructed on 
behalf of members of the Viva Palestina convoy who sued Greater Manchester Police as a result of their 
arrest and detention under section 41 of the Terrorism Act. The case has now settled in the Claimants’ 
favour with a significant pay out. He also acted for a former IRA informer who was the subject of an 
assassination attempt after his identity was disclosed.  

In the case of Koraou he argued that GMP had breached their duty to carry out an effective criminal 
investigation under Article 3 after K was assaulted and his ear was bitten off. The case was very recently 
heard by the Court of Appeal together with the linked appeal of DSD & NBV. Judgement has been reserved. 
Hugh is currently instructed in a number of ongoing police actions, which include: W relates to a potential 
claim in negligence and breach of Article 3 (breach of duty to protect and investigate) against Police, Local 
Authority and Probation. An extremely vulnerable child was groomed and sexually abused after being 
placed at a special school located in very close proximity to a hostel housing a convicted sex offender. M 
who suffered a cardiac arrest after being tasered twice. J a vulnerable youth wrongly prosecuted for Arson 
(possible claims under Article 6, Misfeasance and Malicious Prosecution. C whose conviction for murder 
was quashed by the Court of Appeal (R V Joof) after a major CCRC led investigation found extensive 
corruption amongst the police investigation and linked witness protection programme.  
   
Hugh continues to lecture on Human Rights and Criminal Law. In addition to the above he has also been 
instructed in inquests and applications for judicial review (most frequently related to POCA and enforce-
ment).   
   
Hugh Barton is a barrister who is drawn to difficult and challenging cases. Regardless of whether the 
difficulties are a result of the demands of the lay client or the legal complexities of the case, he is at his best 
when he is being stretched to the limit. He is someone who will always seek out fresh professional 
challenges. He is prepared to act on a Conditional Fee and even Pro Bono basis where the justice of the 
case requires it. He is currently instructed in an appeal out of time against an old IPP imposed on a 14-year 
old youth under the old “Dangerousness Sentencing Regime”.  

More recently, Hugh has been instructed in professional regulatory work. Over the last 18-months he has 
been regularly instructed by the General Medical Council. This includes presenting at tribunal hearings but 
also High Court applications. He is keen to expend this area of practice. 
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